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From the Headmaster

Balance, of course, is our watchword—most notably our balance
between intellectual and human development. So it is appropriate
that our visual and performing arts departments strike a balance
in their programs between discipline and exploration.
As you will discover, each art teacher designs a series of projects
that combine objective, formal technique with the students’
imaginative vision. In the studio and on stage, students are
schooled in the academic and technical skills of their art. They
apply these skills creatively in their own inspired ways.
Melissa Manfull’s unique projects illustrate a further balance—
between art and science—as she shows students how to apply
design thinking principles. As we develop our STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) initiative,
students begin to learn precise sequential thinking as 7th
graders and continue to develop these algorithmic skills across
the curriculum.
When searching for an exemplar of the marriage of the arts and
technology, Steve Jobs comes to mind, famous for envisioning
Apple products as a seamless marriage of the arts and technology.
To accomplish this requires a fusion of the left and right
hemispheres of the brain. Our art departments understand
this vision completely and work to unlock the potential in our
students for creatively disciplined and disciplined creative
thinking every day.

— Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
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ARTS
at PREP
Where self-expression
is paramount
by Bailey Larson and Mel Malmberg

WHEN YOU WALK INTO THE ART STUDIOS

at Prep, whether it’s drawing and painting,
ceramics, photography or video art, you see
one thing: students creating. They might
be making ice cream sundaes, sculpting a
monster or editing audio—they might even
be leading peer critiques—but they’re always
engaged, and they’re always finding new ways
to express an idea.
The same can be said when you walk into
a performing arts space. Whether students are
doing yoga in dance class or practicing facial
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“We want
students to
pursue their
passions and
their crafts in
an environment
that applauds
discipline.
We’ve created
an artistic
language for
the campus.”
— Rob Lewis
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exercises in drama, tuning a guitar in the
music rooms or reading scripts in a classroom,
they are making artistic choices and finding
an outlet for their imaginations—and often
for their energy.
Visual Arts Chair Tim Bradley and
Performing Arts Chair Rob Lewis agree that
this is the ultimate goal for all students: to find
a mode of self-expression. And the means to
getting there is a constant balance between
freedom and structure—letting the students
explore independently while also giving them
constraints that require them to challenge
their ideas.
Prep offers an intellectually and creatively
challenging environment that’s extraordinarily
supportive of students who see themselves
as artists, as well as of those who fundamentally don’t.
“When a student says, ‘I can’t draw,’
we say, ‘Great, come on in,’” Bradley says.
Lewis takes a similar approach with the
drama classes, offering an opening for all
students, whether it’s onstage, building sets,
running tech or examining scripts.
The two chairs and their faculty have
brilliantly crafted an ever-evolving curriculum
for the performing and visual arts departments
that put students at the center of their own
experiences while teaching them technical
skills and a vocabulary to voice their ideas.

Thinking by Design
Melissa Manfull finds inspiration for projects
everywhere, but she wants design thinking to
be at the base of her curriculum—each project
is approached as an answer to a design question. In her 9th grade drawing and painting
class, she used the gaming concept of 1000
Blank White Cards, having 9th graders work
independently to design 10 playing cards,
each representing an image and an action. In
groups of five, students put their cards together and played rounds of chaotic games,
redesigning, eliminating and honing cards to
fit a more logical overall concept. The iterative
design method, also used in English, science
and math, emphasizes a cyclical process of
testing, examining and refining—it’s a method
that Manfull consistently reinforces, as it’s a way
of approaching art that can be applied across
all disciplines. “In art class, you’re learning a
set of technical skills, but you’re also learning a
way of thinking that’s not confined just to art,”
she says.

Listening Up
When Jon Murray gets the rosters for his
orchestra courses and notes a flood of flutes or
a void in his violins, he selects—and often rewrites—the year’s scores, accommodating the
makeup of musical groups. Often, unusual arrangements force him and his students to consider each piece of music and practice actively
listening to one another. The demands on the
orchestra are both technical and artistic. “It’s a
lot of work, but it develops a responsive ear,”
he says. For the jazz and rock ensembles, the
music is all about improvisation. The students
never play the same thing from one class or
one rehearsal to the next, thus building skills
of coordination, camaraderie and being in the
moment. “A lot of communication takes place
among the players,” Murray says of both kinds
of ensembles at Prep. “It makes for better musicianship, better sound and a better performance for both players and audience.”

Pro Musica
Steve Hill aims to provide his choral students
with a lifelong means of self-expression, and
a feeling for both the power and exhilaration
of performing in a group. He also tries to give
his singers unique experiences by partnering
with outside groups and professionals. When
they are part of a group performing a classic
requiem, or in a community concert, “there’s
a sense that, yes, we did it, we’ve tackled
something extraordinary, we’ve expanded our
repertoire and we’ve experienced something
special.”
This year, choral students in the 8th,
9th and 10th grades were more than able to
rise to a challenge: create a soundtrack in an
invented language for Shanghai Disneyland.
These students were primed for this irresistible
opportunity. “In class, we work on listening,
pausing and the chance to comprehend what
the world within the music is, that we can
explore together,” Hill explains.
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and then they swapped with classmates. “In
video, students usually record their images
and leave the audio work for the end,” Rodriguez says. “We worked backwards, and the
work was really abstract and unexpected. It
forced the students to be less literal.” To end
the year, Rodriguez gave the students a much
more open-ended assignment: they had to
come up with an artistic representation of
Southern California’s historic drought. With its
impacts being discussed in the news and in
science classrooms throughout Prep, Rodriguez
wanted students to have an imaginative outlet
for expressing their views on the serious issue.
“I wanted them to have the freedom to interpret something real in their lives in an artistic
way,” he says. The results were stunning, with
interpretations ranging from literal to abstract
and beautiful to disturbing.

Over two days in a professional studio,
Hill conducted the students, who sang in a
fabricated language and provided chants,
nature sounds and laughter. “It was unlike
anything we had done before,” says Hill. “I’ve
tried to bring that feeling back to my classes.
Our students respond to a challenge, and that
informs my choice of material for them.”
Sound Systems
Ricardo Rodriguez wants students in his video
art class to create their own works while also
learning about the medium. He balances the
two by leading students through a critical
study of the history of video arts while giving
innovative assignments that often are inspired
by the artists students are learning about in
the classroom. Other projects focus on the
technical side of the art. In one such assignment this year, Rodriguez challenged students
to rethink the connection between what
their eyes see and what their ears hear. Each
student recorded seven to 10 isolated sounds,
6

Trusting Your Voice
Even in Prep students’ early years, selfexpression and confidence are fostered. This
year’s middle school play, Prepp’d, was written,
through a workshop process, by students. The
7th, 8th and 9th graders were excited to share
their voices thanks to the structure of their
courses, in which teachers Jen Bascom and
Lewis routinely applaud when students take a
chance, while building a climate of trust and
positivity. “Early exposure to improvisation
helps students gain confidence,” Bascom says.
“They internalize listening and supporting the
ensemble. This is the foundation on which the
whole performing arts program is built, and it’s
both risk-taking and rewarding—truly innovative. It will serve them well as creative and
competent people.”
Cameron Slater ’21 says the process was
completely different than his experience in
other productions, including the musical.
“During rehearsal, sometimes we were practicing scenes that hadn’t even been written
completely,” he says. But despite the difference in material and rehearsal structure, the
fundamental lessons he had learned as an actor applied. “Even when you’re playing a role
that’s never existed before, you can still use
the same methods of developing your character,” he says.
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“Art is a release,
and we want
students to
draw from life
experiences—
to be inspired
by what they’re
reading, what
they’re learning
in other classes—
and to find ways
to synthesize
that information
and express
themselves in
their own ways.”
— Tim Bradley
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In Good Company
Prep students come to the performing arts
department with a variety of levels of exposure
to arts, from zero to expert. Responding to
varying levels of expertise, dance teacher
Molly Mattei created a Dance Company, open
to any student in the high school, by audition
only. The three-times-a-week class welcomes
dancers from 9th to 12th grades. While the
class rewards and deepens technique, it also
teaches leadership: members of the Dance
Company not only perform, they choreograph
shows, teach routines, learn how to control a
classroom and generally lead the department.
Yet that’s not where the music ends. Dance
Company students get a taste of the real
world by participating in premier Los Angeles
dance studio classes. Over the years, Mattei
has taken Prep dancers to Edge Performing
Arts and Millenium Dance, where they learn
alongside trained professionals working in the
industry. In these most passionate Prep
dancers, Mattei has seen “a lot of growth. They
can continue to develop their own styles as
dancers and choreographers, and they really
bond as a class.”

Independent Exploration
When Biliana Popova sets out to design a
curriculum for her senior students, she stops
herself. Instead, she passes the baton to
students, asking them at the outset of the year
to consider what skills and artistic visions they
hope to achieve.
This year, Popova’s students were enthralled with the idea of tableware—they
contemplated the ergonomics and function
of pieces as well as their beauty. In years past,
students have explored installation pieces,
chasing a singular idea or concept.
“By their senior year, the students have a
foundation of skills and have had a little taste
of a lot of things,” Popova says. “In senior
year, they must have the self drive to take it a
step further and to really dive into an area of
study.”

These and many, many more projects make
up arts curriculum at Prep, two signature
programs that play key roles in the academic
life of the school. Lewis and Bradley have
led each of their departments by example,
building an incredible working faculty while
remaining incredibly engaged in the classrooms themselves.
Sarah Kersting ’16 is headed to Berkeley
this semester and plans to continue her arts
study after nearly exhausting Prep’s offerings.
“We were allowed access to explore so many
mediums,” she says. “We got to figure out
what we do and don’t like and determine what
resonates most.”
Nanita Balagopal ’16 is also headed to
Berkeley and plans to continue taking drama
courses. She says her experiences onstage at
Prep have had a significant impact. “It’s given
me greater confidence and spirit,” she says. o
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ALUMNI IN THE ARTS
PREP ALUMNI are designers, actors, comedians, dancers, musicians and producers. We caught up with

six of our working artists to find out how they built their careers and how they stay inspired.

Some people say that you don’t have to
leave your couch to find beauty in the
world, but MATT HOLLINGSWORTH ’89
disagrees. “It’s so easy now with the
tools we have at our disposal,” he says.
“There’s Pinterest, the internet, magazines—but there’s nothing like real-life
experiences.” As a member of Nike’s
global retail design team, Hollingsworth
needs to stay inspired. He is on a team
developing two flagship stores for the
athletic powerhouse, so he’s constantly
at his sketch pad, dreaming up designs
and concepts that will help Nike showcase its products. Hollingsworth’s path
to the design world was not strictly
traditional; he studied fine arts at the
University of Oregon and assumed he’d
go into teaching. After a stint teaching
in Taiwan, he went back to school at
ArtCenter College of Design to study
industrial design. While he says his
education was important, and as a kid
he “was always encouraged to be
creative,” he reveals that learning on
the job has been the most valuable tool.
“I’ve absorbed everything I could
along the way.”
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BECKY YAMAMOTO ’95 hasn’t always
considered herself a performer. She
remembers her role in The King and I
at Prep as “mortifying—I think I was
standing in the back doing some kind of
a dance waving a branch.” But after attending comedy shows at Groundlings
Theater throughout college, she began
to think, “I want to do what they’re
doing.” She started studying in LA,
eventually moving to New York to train
at Upright Citizens Brigade. Yamamoto
did open mics and immersed herself
in the city’s robust theater and comedy
scene. She toured internationally as
a cast member of Young Jean Lee’s
parody Songs of the Dragon Flying to
Heaven, ultimately returning to New
York to focus on her own work. She
staged a one-person show and began
writing and producing videos. Then her
web series, Uninspired, began to garner
attention. It turned heads at the New
York Television Festival and went on to
earn high praise, including mentions
in Glamour and Indiewire. Yamamoto
continues to write, act and produce—
and she finds inspiration in collaboration. “When you get to work with
friends, you make each other better,”
she says. “Plus, we get to make each
other laugh.” Stay up to date with
Becky’s work at beckyyamamoto.biz.

STEVEN CHEN ’96 had far from a
traditional path to musical fame. He
brought an acoustic guitar with him
to UC Berkeley, but he rarely played.
Instead he studied mass communications and English. After graduation,
he worked in magazines and branding
before going back to school, earning a
master’s in journalism at Columbia. He
was writing for music magazines when a
former editor, Mikel Jollett, reached out
to him about playing in his band. The
band—The Airborne Toxic Event—
became nearly an overnight success. It
was quickly signed to a label and sent
on tour—a year and a half from the
group’s first show, Chen was a full-time
musician. “It’s a fluke, in my mind,”
he says. “It’s something that I never
really set out to do.” But four records
and tours around the world later, Chen
still considers himself a writer at heart.
He writes and cowrites songs for the
band, but he also continues to write for
himself, while freelancing as a creative
in branding and entertaining marketing.
“That’s the other great passion in my
life,” he says. Chen and the band are on
hiatus, writing and taking a breath after
the whirlwind rise to fame.

BRIAN MILLER ’96 picked up a violin
in the first grade—he didn’t know how
to play, so he enjoyed making up songs
with the sounds he could get the instruments to make. He’s been in love with
music ever since. Miller played various
instruments with friends and bands in
LA throughout his time at Prep and
spent the summer after graduation touring—before his bandmates dropped
him off to start school at UC Berkeley.
Since then, he’s toured the world as a
drummer with a number of bands and
has worked on music for movies and TV.
Currently, he runs a label, Deathbomb
Arc, which is co-releasing a rap alum
for clipping., a rap group that features
Daveed Diggs. Diggs is best known for
his Grammy and Tony award-winning
role in Hamilton, but he also raps in
clipping. and is working on an album
with Miller under the name True Neutral
Crew. Miller says his path in music hasn’t
been easy, but he credits persistence
and relationships for his success. “I
don’t know that persistence is always
the answer, because I’ve seen people
be persistent and get nowhere,” he
says. “But I think I’ve had a combination of persistence and knowing when
I’ve met someone who is a really special
person.” See what Miller is working on
at deathbombarc.com.

PRESCOTT GADD ’03 watched the
movie What Women Want and couldn’t
stop thinking about how interesting
it would be to hear someone else’s
thoughts. He ruminated about the idea.
The result: for two weekends in 2013,
Mindreader took theatergoers—or
perhaps, gamers—in Chicago through
an immersive experience in which they
had to enter a mobster’s lair to rescue
a hostage. Attendees interacted with
various characters whose thoughts they
could hear (the thoughts were voiced by
improv actors behind the scenes). Now
Gadd lives in New York, but these interactive experiences—whether through
theater or gameplay—have become his
specialty. “I try to create these experiences that take normal spaces and make
them more fun and interesting,” he says.
Gadd’s company, Interactive Escapes,
sets up next-level hunts, tours and
games for parties, dates and corporate
events. “I think people are looking for
more immersive or interactive experiences,” he says. Whether it’s date night
and you’re solving a puzzle as you evade
faux law enforcement, or paddle boating
in Central Park that turns into a pirate
war, Gadd is certain to deliver a memorable time. Find out more about his business at interactiveescapes.com.

HANNAH VAUGHAN ’05 was always
interested in design—she was constantly sewing and drawing growing up—but
she never imagined that she’d actually
work as a designer. Her junior year at
Oberlin, she studied and worked in the
fashion industry in Italy, and something
clicked. “My experience gave me the
confidence to pursue design,” she says.
“I realized, this might actually be a career.” Vaughan began to pursue design
wholeheartedly, finishing an undergrad
in sculpture and philosophy then taking
an apprenticeship in woodworking,
studying at a craft school and heading up a custom furniture fabrication
and metal shop for a design/build firm
in Chicago before going to graduate
school at Cranbrook Academy of Art in
Michigan. At Cranbrook, she focused
on creating her own line of furniture.
This spring, her thesis show, “The Post
Modern Industrial Interior,” examined
engineered infrastructure and translated
it into items for the domestic interior.
“A lot of my work comes back to this
idea that humans leave a mark on the
landscape,” she says. “Mark-making
was central to early craft traditions,
but I see modern mark-making in the
infrastructure that humans leave on the
landscape. Our industrious drive to
transform and advance our world has
dramatically changed our own physical environment.” Check out Vaughan’s
designs at hannahvaughan.com.
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ARTISTS
IN RESIDENCE
PREP’S INNOVATIVE AND EXPRESSIVE
APPROACH to both performing and

visual arts is woven together by a faculty
of teaching artists, who help connect
Prep to the world of professional creativity in Los Angeles and well beyond.
Veteran music teacher Jon Murray
plays bass in jazz combos in Southern
California and tours internationally,
including recent performances at the
Blue Note jazz club in Honolulu. Choral
teacher and conductor Steve Hill is a
Grammy-winning performer and travels
internationally with his professional
choral group. Molly Mattei, Prep’s dance
teacher since 2011, directs her own videos and performs all over Los Angeles.
The newest member of the department,
drama teacher Jen Bascom is a writerperformer who works at Disneyland, in
commercials and improvisational comedy. Rob Lewis, who chairs the Performing Arts Department, directed a summer
professional production in Pasadena
“for the sheer joy of performance”
after his day job leading Prep’s Summer
Musical Intensive.
Visual Arts Department Chair Tim
Bradley also teaches at Brooks Institute,
and his work appears in the recently
published book Both Sides of Sunset:
Photographing Los Angeles. Ceramics
teacher Biliana Popova leads workshops
and shows her own work throughout
Southern California, most recently at
McGroaty Arts Center in Tujunga.
Drawing and painting teacher Melissa
Manfull creates artwork in a variety of
mediums, and her work is collected internationally. Photography and video art
teacher Ricardo Rodriguez also teaches
at Glendale Community College and
works continually on his conceptual artwork, showing both in Southern California and his native Puerto Rico.
Bradley says that the fact that every
teacher is a working artist is vital to the
departments. “Remaining engaged and
in process helps us guide students on
their own creative journeys. It expands
the conversation.” o
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Take Note
Awards
at Commencement
SPECIAL AWARDS
American Legion Award: Vick Liu ’16 and

Lauren Stiles ‘16
Benton Memorial Award: Dean Hathout ‘16
Founder’s Trophy: Sarah Kersting ‘16
Parents Association Scholarships: Sophia

Hernandez ’16 and Dante Fregoso ‘16
Tom Fry Memorial Award: Hamilton Evans ‘16
Senior Athletes of the Year: Jack Van Scoter ’16

and Tala Ismail ‘16
Cancer Federation Award: Chris Turner ‘16
Student Leadership Award: Nanita Balagopal ‘16
DAR Good Citizenship Award: Alexandra

Spring Awards Assembly

Beverlin ‘16
DEPARTMENT AWARDS
English

Laura Mittelberg ‘16

SPECIAL AWARDS
JP Blecksmith ’99 Memorial Award: Kendall

Kikkawa ‘17

R.I.S.D. Award: Sarah Kersting ‘16

Fathers Club Pursuit of Excellence Awards:
9th Grade: Ryan Huntley ‘19
10th Grade: Ava Ferry ‘18
11th Grade: Ian McGrew-Yule ‘17

PERFORMING ARTS

Amherst Book Prize: Roland Martin ‘18

Fine Arts
VISUAL ARTS

Joshua Choi ‘16
Vocal Music: Carissa Ip ‘16
Instrumental Music: Sara Nemiro ‘16
Drama: Ben Su ‘16
Dance: PJ Fellows ‘16
History

Julia Pinney ‘16
Math

Nikhil Poole ‘16

Harvard Prize Book Award: Elida Kocharian ‘17
Athlete of the Year: Natalie O’Brien ‘17
DEPARTMENT AWARDS
English
Sophomore Award: Tiana Lopez ‘18
Brown Book Award: Lindsay Campbell ‘17
NCTE Writing Award Nominee:

Aubrey Rawles ‘17

Yee Siu King Tom Award: Masato Nakano ‘16

Fine Arts

Science

Sophomore: Nikki Glover ‘18
Junior: Ellie Levy ‘17

Jacob Brawer ‘16
Computer Science: Isabella Boyle ‘16

VISUAL ARTS

Science
Sophomore Award: Jonathan Le ‘18
Bausch & Lomb Award: Ankur Jain ‘17
HIGH SCHOOL STEAM AND
SERVICE FAIR AWARD WINNERS

Best of Fair: Laura Ratliff ‘17
First Place: Jeff Chan ‘18
Second Place: Nathan Morrissey ‘17

Noel Caverly ‘17
James Anderson ‘17
Third Place: Sunay Poole ‘18
EARTHWATCH EXPEDITION AWARD,
LA COUNTY SCIENCE & ENGINEERING FAIR

Laura Ratliff ‘17
World Languages
French: Emery Louie ‘17
Latin: John Murphy ‘17
Spanish: Jillian Brady ‘17

PERFORMING ARTS

World Languages
Spanish: Emma Flanagan ‘16

Sophomore: Maddy Bernstein ‘18
Junior: Lauren Montes ‘17

FACULTY AWARDS
Andani Teaching Chair:

History
Sophomore Award: Suha Chang ‘18
Dartmouth Book Award: Danny Chiarodit ‘17

Laura Kaufman, Science

Math
Sophomore Award: Sunay Poole ‘18
Junior Award: Suzie Kim ‘17

FACULTY AWARDS
Class of 1987 Award: Sue Hodge, Librarian
Detoy Award: Dr. Raj Wahi, Science
Scott Studenmund ’08 Memorial Award:

Esteban Chavez, Soccer

Class of 2016 Award:

Rob Lewis, Performing Arts
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8th Grade Promotion and Middle School
Awards Highlight Students Enthusiasm

Awards at 8th Grade Promotion
OUTSTANDING CITIZENSHIP AWARD

If the purpose of a middle school education at Prep is to help students understand what, how and why they love to learn, then the
final activities of the year highlight the successful achievement of
this goal. Following an end-of-year trip to Disneyland, 8th Grade
Promotion and Middle School Awards is a proud moment for parents, who watch their children, in crisp suits and summer dresses,
walk down the aisles of the Norris Auditorium. Like Commencement, Promotion is both an ending and a beginning, a look back
on years of exploration and a glimpse of what’s to come.
Jeff Crawford ’86, a member of the Board of Trustees and
father of Jack ’20, addressed the promoting 8th graders, reminding them that the upcoming years pass quickly and encouraging
them to follow their passions in high school.
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Sofia Echavarria ‘21
Ben Baraga ‘20
ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

Alex Kyriakakis ‘20
Ben Grable ‘20
PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE AWARDS
7th Grade, Sponsored by the Parents Association: Madeline Montes ‘21
8th Grade, Sponsored by the Fathers Club: Charlie McCormick ‘20

Faculty Farewells
Prep faculty and staff will be missed as they move on to new adventures.

For the last 35 years, Glen Beattie has
been a fixture in science classrooms, on
the field and on the road—wherever Prep
students are. Known for his sense of humor,
with a repertoire that ranges from groaners
to gut-busters, he has taught 9th grade science and senior physics, coached football
and/or soccer every year, and was the advisor to the rock climbing club, the martial
arts club and the roller hockey club. Beattie
was the head coach of the 1989 CIF championship 8-man football team and served
on the coaching staff for the 2003 11-man
championship team. In retirement, Beattie
will have the luxury of time…sort of. “I’ve
been on the bell system since kindergarten,” he says. “It will be nice to sleep in and
have no place special to be for a change.”
However, when he’s not traveling with his
wife, Kathy, Beattie will be part of Prep for
the foreseeable future, helping with admissions, class trips, ACL and various projects
for the athletics department.

Dr. Robbie Green has served as Prep’s
mental health consultant since 2001. Meeting with students and parents, as well as
faculty and staff, she has worked with anyone in the Prep community who has needed help navigating the ins and outs of life,
be they adolescents or adults. With additional time available each week, Green will
increase her volunteer hours in cat adoption services at the Pasadena Humane Society and at Shambhala, a meditation center in Eagle Rock. She also will continue to
counsel Prep faculty and staff in her “soft”
retirement and maintain her private practice in Pasadena, while making time for
extended vacations. An avid traveler who
has been all over the world, her first excursion will be a 25-day trip to Japan with her
husband.

Susan Hodge has been a librarian for 42
years, the last 19 of them at Prep. Always
a lover of books, libraries, reading and
teaching, she has wanted to be a librarian
since she was 12. Hodge collaborated on
the creation of Prep’s Chandramohan Library, which opened in 2007. Its warm and
welcoming atmosphere on the lower floor,
where collaboration and group work is encouraged, is by design, as is the top-floor
quiet area. Hodge’s other passion, besides
libraries, students and books, is tennis.
In 2017, she will travel to Australia for the
Open—something she has never been
able to do because it’s in January, when
school is in session. She’s also planning
to be in Maui on September 3, 2016—“in
case I feel a little blue.” Hodge was the
recipient of such tributes as a lei from parents, a book of student reminiscences and
a life-size cutout of one of her best Halloween costumes, for which she and the other
librarians are legends.

Prep also says farewell to College Counseling Associate Claire Kinder ’08, who
started working at Prep in 2013. She will
be attending Boston University to earn her
master’s in art history in the fall.
French teacher Jennifer Murphy, who
has been at Prep since 2012, will return to
her family roots in Pennsylvania, commuting from Philadelphia to Moorestown, NJ,
to teach French and Spanish.
Dr. Claire Thomas, who started teaching chemistry at Prep in the fall of 2013,
is moving to Berlin with her 3-year-olddaughter and her husband, who is pursuing
post-doctoral work in physical chemistry.
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Advancing Confidently Encourages
Independent Thought and Action
In his 25th year as headmaster of
Flintridge Preparatory School, Peter Bachmann began to notice a
trend in students graduating from
high school: fear. “The temptation for young people to settle for
something less is pervasive,” he
writes. “There is a crisis of confidence among many students and
parents, anxious about getting into
the ‘best’ college, selecting a ‘practical’ major, finding a ‘sensible’ job
in a ‘safe’ career.’”
With this in mind, Bachmann
penned his second book, Advancing Confidently, with the aim of
proving the character benefits for
those who have demonstrated the
courage and conviction to, in Thoreau’s words, “advance confidently
in the direction of their dreams.”
In Advancing Confidently, Bachmann interviews former teachers, mentors and students who have found success through unlikely, often circuitous
pathways. The subjects span all careers: from a New York Times photographer to an author, a banker and the book’s honoree, a Green Beret who
gave his life serving his country. Bachmann also makes a case for liberal arts
schools, defending a balanced, well-rounded education as a solid foundation
for any career.
The books subjects include Prep’s current teacher Mark Salzman along
with Tom Flynn ’06, Chris Linick ’03, Megan Kimble ’04, Rachel Tobias ’07,
Naomi Hatanaka ’11, Carolyn Ting ’03, Deborah Abeles ’96, Vasu Sarma ’89,
Bryan Denton ’01, Scott Studenmund ’08 and Dennis Lowe ‘08.
The book is available for purchase on Amazon, as well as at Flintridge
Books in La Cañada. Or swing by the school to pick up a copy.

Peter Bachmann
reading and signing

Advancing Confidently
Thursday, September 29, 7 pm
Flintridge Books
1010 Foothill Blvd., La Cañada
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IN MEMORIAM
Dr. Art Mack, Prep’s
Latin teacher from 1986
to 2003, passed away on
Feb. 29, 2016. A memorable member of the
Prep faculty band and a
regular cheerleader for
various athletic teams,
he continued to teach a
senior literature class at Prep for several years
after he retired. Peter Bachmann remembers,
“Every year I would thank Art for serving as a
model of graciousness and thoughtfulness for
all of us.”
As his successor in the Latin classroom,
Mark Baker, observes, Art was “pure kindness.”
Dr. Mack was a jazz aficionado. In high
school, his parents would help him sneak into
clubs in New York City’s Greenwich Village,
where he heard greats like Miles Davis perform.
An accomplished percussionist, his preferred
style was, appropriately, Latin jazz.
The New York native was born in 1937. He
went to college at Cornell and earned a PhD in
the classics from Harvard. He became involved
in the anti-Vietnam War movement while
teaching summer school at UCLA and eventually worked with the American Friends Service
Committee in Pasadena. He met his wife of 40
years, Betty Cole, in the movement. Besides
UCLA, Mack taught at Oberlin College and at
Westridge School before coming to Prep. He
was also a cross-country skier, a bird watcher
and a member of the All Saints Church Choir.
Baker fondly remembers Dr. Mack’s advice
and mentoring, in addition to his “encyclopedic” knowledge of jazz. “When I came for
my interview, he took me to a Prep-Westridge
basketball game, then to Pie ‘n’ Burger to talk
me through what Prep was all about,” he says.
“After I got the job he shared all of his materials—his posters and maps about Rome still
hang on the classroom walls. The Latin class
all-school Christmas caroling tradition comes
from him. All he wanted from me was to carry
on the Crop Walk tradition that he began, and
it’s well over a million dollars raised by the Prep
Community so far.”
Dr. Mack’s memorial at All Saints was filled
with music: Latin jazz played by a PCC band,
traditional songs, selections by the All Saints
Choir and Alan Gaskill ’00 singing a tribute in
Latin and English. He is survived by his wife,
Betty Cole, his children Haley and Benjamin
Mack, and his brother, Daniel.

Replay
Prep’s Trainer Focuses on Preparation and Prevention
On any given weekday, a huddle of students can be
found in Flintridge Prep’s athletic training room. They’re
there to see Andres Alamillo, who, in a matter of
minutes, has likely wrapped an ankle and a wrist, applied
a few Band-Aids and ice packs and talked to a parent
about an injury diagnosis. No two days look alike for
Alamillo, who is in his second year as the full-time ath-

letic trainer at Prep. On top of his duties in the training
room, Alamillo attends nearly every home game, and
regularly consults with coaches on injury prevention.
Alamillo, who has his master’s degree in Athletic
Training from Cal State Long Beach, came to Prep two
years ago from Caltech, where he was the head athletic
trainer. He says his focus is the prevention and care of
athletic injuries, and in just two short years he has already
made a big impact on the athletic programs.
He has advised coaches on the best times for practices, on how to keep athletes hydrated and has helped
create dynamic warmups and stretching activities to
prevent injury. When a student does have an injury,
Alamillo works with primary care physicians, specialists
and parents on physical therapy regimens and helps
monitor healing. And he has even taken on the role of
teacher.
“The kids are so inquisitive here,” he says. When
explaining injuries and taping, he says students are
constantly asking about the mechanics of his work. While
there is no formal student-trainer program in place,
Alamillo recognizes the importance of self-assessment,
and he encourages students to understand their own
bodies and how awareness protects minor injuries from
becoming major ones. For the last two years, Alamillo
has led seniors curious about medicine, physical therapy
and kinesiology in independent study projects.
Athletic Director Garrett Ohara says coaches and
students have loved having Alamillo on campus. “I think
when students are injured, it’s a hard thing for them to
be unable to compete or practice,” Ohara says. “He has
been supporting and encouraging from an emotional
aspect, and that’s a key part of it. He keeps athletes’
spirits up when they’re down.”
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BASKETBALL
Boys Varsity

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
The boys basketball team (8-0 League,
22-6 overall) bounced back from an injuryriddled season in 2015 to go undefeated in
League en route to becoming a CIF finalist
for the first time since 2011. The team ultimately fell to top-seeded Santa Maria St.
Joseph in a game that showcased two of
Prep’s senior stars. First Team All-CIF and
All-League Dante Fregoso ’16 and Andrew
Tsangeos ’16 scored 39 of the team’s 45
points. Fregoso was named League MVP
and Kendall Kikkawa ’17 was named to the
Second Team All-League. The team went
on to win its first-round game in the state
playoffs before falling in the second round
to Saddleback Valley Christian. Coach Garrett Ohara was impressed by the Rebels
run this year, attributing success to “tremendous senior leadership and great team
chemistry.”
MVP: Dante Fregoso ’16
Coach’s Award: Kendall Kikkawa ‘17
Most Improved: Andrew Tsangeos ‘16

Girls Varsity

CIF-SS CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
In a dramatic overtime victory, the Flintridge
Prep girls basketball team (11-1 League,
21-5 overall) earned its first-ever CIF Southern Section championship. The Rebels beat
San Luis Obispo Mission College Prep 3934 to win the title and complete its historic
season, in which coaches Kevin Kiyomura
and Jayme Kiyomura Chan were named
CIF coaches of the year, three players were
named to All-CIF teams, five players were
named to All-League teams and the Rebels repeated as League champions. Renae
Tamura ’17 was named All-CIF and AllLeague MVP, Taylor Yoshida ’17 was named
to the First Team All-CIF and Tala Ismail ’16
was named to the Second Team All-CIF. All
three earned First Team All-League honors,
and Natalie Rozman ’16 and Natalie Benn
’17 were named to the Second Team AllLeague. Coach Jayme Kiyomura Chan says
the team showed grit this season. “We are
so proud to be a part of this historic season
for the Rebels, earning its first championship in girls basketball history.”
MVP: Taylor Yoshida ‘17
Coach’s Award: Mikaela McGoldrick ‘16
Offensive Player of the Year: Natalie Rozman ‘16
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SOCCER
Boys Varsity
The boys soccer team (2-4 League, 13-6-2
overall) made an impressive run in the CIF
playoffs despite struggling through League
play. After winning just two League games,
the Rebels earned an at-large berth to the
playoffs and upset second-seeded Monrovia in a stunning first-round match. The
team went on to beat Sage Hill and Rancho Mirage before falling to Shadow Hills
in the CIF semifinals. The team had many
key contributors, including goalie Hamilton Evans ’16, who earned First Team AllCIF and Second Team All-League honors
for his play in the net. Andrew Lathrop ’18
had a breakout season, for which he was
named to the First Team All-CIF and the
First Team All-League. Aidan Boyle ’17
and Tim Treinen ’18 both earned Second
Team All-CIF, with Aidan being named to
the First Team All-League and Tim to the
Second Team. Coach AJ Yates says that
with just two graduating seniors, Hamilton
and Matt Wang ’16, he’s looking forward to
seeing what next year’s team can do. “We
hope to make another long run in the CIF
playoffs,” he says.
Defensive MVP: Aidan Boyle ’17
Offensive MVP: Tim Treinen ’18 and Andrew
Lathrop ’18

hard and really put in the necessary time
that it takes to be good golfers. It looks like
we are going to have another strong team
next year.”
MVP: Jonah Sacks ‘16
Best Newbie: Ben Sacks ‘19
Most Improved: Matthew Choi ‘17

Girls Varsity

BASEBALL

LEAGUE CO-CHAMPIONS

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

The girls soccer team (9-1 League, 16-3-5
overall) put together another impressive
season, sharing the League championship with rival Pasadena Poly. To earn its
share of the title, the Rebels beat Poly for
the first time since 2012. The girls showed
their offensive power in the first round of
the CIF playoffs with a 7-0 rout of Granite
Hills. The momentum didn’t carry, though,
and the Rebels fell to San Marcos 2-3 in
the second round. Julia Gonzalez ’18 was
named Prep League Offensive MVP and,
along with Helen Schaefer ‘19, was named
to the First Team All-CIF and First Team
All-League. Schaefer set a team record for
goals in a season with 38 on the year. Mona
Cesario ‘18 and Katharine Pinney ’16 were
also named to the First Team All-League.
Mona was named Second Team All-CIF,
and Katharine made the Third Team. Lindsay Uteda ‘18, Hanna Barakat ‘17, Isabella
Boyle ’16 and Mikaela Celeste ‘19 earned
Second Team All-League honors. Mikaela
was also named to the Third Team All-CIF.

Coming off of a CIF championship in 2015,
the Rebels baseball team (12-0 League,
19-6 overall) put together another impressive run, going undefeated in League and
notching a series of playoff wins before
falling to Sage Hill in the semifinals. In the
first round of the playoffs, the team showcased its postseason experience with a
28-0 win over Joshua Springs. It went on to
win 4-2 over Providence and put together
a late-game rally to come from behind and
beat Salesian 7-6 in the quarterfinals. Seniors Robbie Leslie ’16, Andrew Tsangeos
’16, Cole Pilar ’16, Hamilton Evans ’16 and
Richard Pan ’16 all earned First Team AllLeague honors for their play this season.
Cole and Robbie were named to the First
Team All-CIF.

Offensive Player of the Year: Helen Schaefer ‘19
Defensive MVP: Isabella Boyle ’16 and
Hanna Barakat ‘17
Most Improved: Alexis Gordon ‘16

MVP: Cole Pilar ’16
Pitcher of the Year: Richard Pan ’16
Offensive Player of the Year: Robbie Leslie ‘16

SOFTBALL
The softball team (8-4 League, 14-6 overall) had a breakout season, making it to
the second round of the CIF playoffs and
sweeping rival Pasadena Poly for the first
time since 2011. The team routed Boron
10-0 in the first round of the playoffs before falling to CIF-runner up Savanna. The
team boasted three selections to the First
Team All-League: Alex Tutwiler ‘16, pitcher
Therese Oshiro ‘17 and Natalie Dale ’18.
Dale batted over .550 on the year and led
the team in stolen bases and home runs.
She was also named to the Frist Team AllCIF. Libby Penn ’19 and Melissa Grande
’19 were named to the Second Team AllLeague. Coach Julie Mejia says she is
proud of all the accomplishments of the
2016 team. “We’re losing three great seniors, who we will miss, but we have a solid
foundation returning. We look forward to
great things next year.”
Defensive MVP: Therese Oshiro ‘17
Offensive MVP: Natalie Dale ‘18
Coach’s Award: Alex Tutwiler ‘16
Rookie of the Year: Libby Penn ‘19

GOLF
The Rebels played impressive golf this
season, coming in second in League play
with a 5-3 record (15-4 overall). Jonah Sacks
’16 finished his season on top of the Prep
League for the second season in a row,
coming from fourth place after the first
round to League Champion at Brookside
Golf Club. Sacks missed the cut after the
first round at the CIF tournament, tying for
27th place. However, he earned League
MVP honors for his stellar season, and his
brother, Ben Sacks ‘19, joined him on the
All Prep League team. Coach Bob Loughrie says he’s not surprised by the success of
this year’s team. “I’m very pleased at the
progress everyone made throughout the
season,” he says. “Our guys competed

19

SWIMMING & DIVING
Boys Varsity

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
Despite the loss of several key swimmers
over the past few seasons, the boys swim
team earned its fourth consecutive League
championship. At the meet, League CoMVP Andy Langen ‘17 won the 50-yard
freestyle for the first time and repeated
as League champion in the 100 free. He
teamed up with Winston Chen ‘19, Sean
King ’16 and Brett Bell ‘18 to win the
400-freestyle relay, and another relay team,
Kasen Barraclough ‘18, Matt Ng ‘19, Ben
Brookbanks ‘19 and Nathan Morrissey ‘17
won the 200-freestyle relay. Andy went on
to win the 50 free and place second in the
100 free at the CIF meet, qualifying for
State. The team earned 14th place at the
CIF meet.
MVP: Andy Langen ‘17
Coach’s Award: Alexander Maletis ‘16
Best Newcomer: Winston Chen ‘19
Girls Varsity
The girls varsity swim team boasts just
eight members and no seniors, but the
young team showed great energy and
enthusiasm this season. Placing fifth in
League, the girls showed promise for next
season in several key performances. Lena
Pawlek ’17 finished second in the 500 freestyle, automatically qualifying for CIF. She
also teamed with Lara Friedman ‘19, Emily Jacobs ‘19 and Emily Alameddine ‘19 to
finish second in the 400-freestyle relay. At
CIF, the girls finished in 15th place, earning
valuable experience for the future.
Co-MVP: Lena Pawlek ’17 and
Emily Alameddine ‘19
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TRACK & FIELD
Boys Varsity
The boys track and field team completed
another successful season, taking second
in League. At League finals, Jack Van Scoter ‘16 took home two League championships, in the 1,600 and 3,200 races, lapping
12 of the 16 competitors in the 3,200 and
setting school records with his times of
4:09.57 and 8:51.32. In fact, Prep runners
swept the podium in the distance events,
with Nikhil Poole ’16 coming in second and
Evan Pattinelli ’18 coming in third in both
races. Also at League finals, Warren Hosseinion ’17 came in second in shot put and
discus, setting a school record in discus at
129-3. Riley Coan ’17 took second in the
800, and the 1,600 relay squad also took
second place. At the CIF Division V State
meet, Van Scoter came in fifth, the best in
the area, in the 3,200.
Track MVP: Jack Van Scoter ‘16
Field MVP: Warren Hosseinion ‘17
Coach’s Award: Nikhil Poole ‘16
Outstanding Newcomer: Sebastian Evans ‘19
Girls Varsity
After a stellar season, the Flintridge Prep
girls track and field team came in second at
League finals and took home five individual
League titles. Hanna Barakat ’17 won three
titles, in the 400-, 100- and 200-meter dashes. Evelyn Molebash ’19 set a new League
and school record of 10 feet, 7 inches in her
pole vault win. Natalie O’Brien ’17 earned

first place in the 3,200-meter run, also
setting a school record with her time of
11:06.17. She was pushed by teammate Sophie Gitlin ‘18, who came in second. Also
this season, the girls distance medley relay
team of Sophie, Hanna, Natalie and Sasha
Codiga ’19 set a school record at 12:45.88.
Track MVP: Hanna Barakat ‘17
Field MVP: Evelyn Molebash ‘19
Outstanding Newcomer: Sasha Codiga ‘19

BOYS TENNIS
The boys tennis team (4-3 League, 7-10
overall) placed second in League play,
qualifying for the CIF playoffs for the first
time since 2012 and sending a doubles
team and singles player to the CIF Individual Tournament. The team fell to Oak
Park in the first round of the CIF playoffs.
In the Individual Tournament, First Team
All-League doubles team Gillis Linde ’19
and Christian Yeghnazar ’17 reached the
second round, while Cartier Juan ’16, also
First Team All-League, fell in the first round.
First-year coach Morisa Yang says she’s excited about the team’s progression this
season. “This season set the tone,” she
says. “We are looking to only get stronger
in the seasons to come.”
MVP: Cartier Juan ‘16
Coach’s Award: David Arcia ‘16
Most Improved: David Kim ‘19

JV SCOREBOARD
JV BOYS VOLLEYBALL
League Champions
7-1 League
14-6 Overall
MVP: Leo Reilly ‘17
Coach’s Award: Ben Ventresca ’18 and
Garrett Gaines ‘18
JV BASEBALL
8-6

BOYS VOLLEYBALL

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
The boys varsity team (8-0 League, 24-5
overall) had a record-setting year, going
undefeated in League play, winning its
fourth straight championship and ending
the regular season ranked third in CIF. The
team made it to the CIF semifinals before
falling to Crean Lutheran. Coach Sean Beattie, who tallied his 300th win as coach
this season, was impressed by the team’s
performance, calling out several players for
their work on the court. Aldridge Khin ’16,
Jonny Samuels ’17 and Dante Fregoso ’16
earned First Team All-League honors for
their play, and Matt Wang ’16 was named
to the Second Team. Fregoso repeated as
League MVP and was named to the First
Team All-CIF.
MVP: Dante Fregoso ‘16
Defensive Player of the Year: Matt Wang ‘16
Coach’s Award: Aldridge Khin ‘16

GIRLS WATER POLO
This season, the girls varsity water polo
team (6-6 League, 7-8 overall) tallied more
wins than in the previous two seasons
combined. The season was defined by excellent individual play, even when facing
adversity. In the school’s matchup with rival Pasadena Poly, goalkeeper Zoe Rucker
’17 tallied 16 saves in the 11-1 loss. Just a
few weeks later, against Milken, the team
gelled for an impressive 13-5 victory. Coach
Heather Clark was impressed by the strides
the team made in the pool, summing up
the season as, “another successful year of
growth.”
MVP: Zoe Rucker ‘17
Coach’s Award: Emma Flanagan ‘16
Most Improved: Sophia Pawlek ‘18

JV BOYS BASKETBALL
League Champions
8-0 League
16-7 Overall
Coach’s Award: Bruce Dennis ‘17
Most Improved: Matthew Ng ‘19
Comeback Player: Majeed Ismail ‘18
JV GIRLS BASKETBALL
League Champions
8-0 League
15-3 Overall
MVP: Natalie Dale ‘18
Defensive MVP: Jade Whaley ‘18
Most Improved: Amari Dennis ‘17
JV GIRLS SOCCER
7-0-1 League
11-0-3 Overall
MVP: Sasha Codiga ‘19
Coach’s Award: Libby Kilpatrick ‘19
Most Improved: Valentina Martinez ’19
JV BOYS SOCCER
3-8-1
Offensive MVP: Mounir Saunders-Newton
Defensive MVP: Kiefer Martin
Coach’s Award: Gabe Wallen

21

Spotlight
Music in the Air at Prep
Between the 24th Annual Spring Music Concert and the
Jazz Coffee House, Prep was abuzz with music this spring.
At the Coffee House, students filled up on coffee and treats
while tapping their toes to live music from the Jazz Ensemble and the Jazz Rock Ensemble. At the Music Concert,
the Flintridge Singers impressed with a medley from Les
Miserables, while the Orchestra played classics from Ralph
Vaughn Williams and Claude Debussy. The concerts set a
cheerful tone for the slate of end-of-year activities to come.

Students Enchant at Spring Dance Concert
What’s your favorite fairy tale? Prep dancers contemplated this question
on stage at the Spring Dance Concert, Ever After. Students in all grades
moved their way through creative interpretations of classic fairy tales, including Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs the Princess and the Pea and
Little Red Riding Hood. The students had a hand in all aspects of the show,
from concept creation to choreography.
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Setting Sail with
Anything Goes
Parents, students, faculty, family and friends
packed Norris Auditorium this spring for
two performances of Anything Goes, each
with a different cast. The screwball musical,
co-authored by PG Wodehouse and featuring 14 hilarious, memorable songs by Cole
Porter, takes place aboard the SS America
as it sails from New York to London. On
board and onstage for the fun are Public
Enemy Number 13, star-crossed young lovers, a celebrity nightclub evangelist and
her backup singers, a fussy Englishman, a
rich industrialist, an overbearing mother, a
harassed captain, a befuddled steward, a
brassy gun moll, a couple of unreformed
Christian converts and a host of singing
and tapping passengers and sailors. Featuring hits like “Friendship,” “You’re the
Top,” “Let’s Misbehave,” “All through the
Night” and “I Get a Kick out of You,” Anything Goes involved students from Prep’s
middle and high school as cast, crew and
orchestra members.
“Anything Goes is really, really ambitious,” says director Rob Lewis, Prep’s
drama teacher and Chair of Performing
Arts. Lewis directed but got help from
colleagues Steve Hill, Jon Murray, Molly
Mattei and Caterina Mercante, who collaborated with him on vocals, music and
dance. “That’s what made the students so
enthusiastic. They wanted to tackle it. It’s
so much singing, so much dancing—everyone had to learn to tap and everyone had
to pull together. We rehearse the casts together and separately, and about half the
cast was in all four performances, so it’s a
lot to pull off. But they worked hard and
created great shows. They’re proud of their
work, and we’re proud of them.”
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Alumni News
1942

75th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1947

70th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1952

65th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1956
AL HALES shared: The Flintridge
Prep Class of 1956 celebrated
its 60th reunion in April in Dana
Point. BILL and Joan CLARK
graciously hosted the group and
provided the catered dinner.
Eleven of the original 17 class

SUPER

members are still living, and
eight of these attended the
event. A good turnout (73%)
considering our ages, though
below the 92% from our 50th
reunion. Those attending were
BILL CLARK, MARV CORLETTE,
STEVE FALK, WARREN FIX,
AL HALES, BEN JACKSON,
RICHARD SMOOKE and AL
STONEMAN. Only MIKE
DALANY, JERRY GARRETT
and TOM HOEPTNER sent their
regrets.
The attendance totaled 13
altogether, with several spouses/
significant others unable to
attend, mainly due to distance.
Those who came the farthest
were MARV CORLETTE, who
came from Cape Cod, and
RICHARD SMOOKE, who traveled from Idaho. Though JERRY
GARRETT could not attend in

60!

person, he phoned in from New
Zealand and was able to talk to
all class members present.
The group drank a toast
in memory of the two class
members, KICKER MCKENNY
and BRUCE STEWART, who
had passed away since our 50th
reunion—we miss them very
much.
Several people brought
a variety of old pictures from
Flintridge days and from
earlier reunions, as well as old
yearbooks, the “50th reunion
booklet,” music CDs from the
50s and other mementos. These
helped to inspire many reminiscences of the “distant” past, as
well as more recent times. Topics
included (of course) family,
careers and avocations, but also
memories of “unofficial” Rose
Parade participation, various
athletic and social events (some
of the latter maybe a bit embarrassing), and even a story about
a certain 6th grade championship football game in the Rose
Bowl involving several class
members!
We all look forward to future
reunions—hopefully more often
than once a decade. There never seems to be enough time to
talk to everyone at length—and
our memories are not getting
any sounder (though perhaps
more creative!) with age.
1957

60th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1962

55th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1964
Earlier this summer, JOHN
PLUMB visited with Doris
Walton. Mrs. Walton, who is
98 years young, had a splendid
time reminiscing with John,
whom she met for the first time
when he came to Flintridge as
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a 6th grader. In September,
John will receive the 2016
Community Service Award from
Pasadena Child Development
Associates for dedicating many
years of philanthropic service
to the community. The award
is given in recognition of his
compassion, care and generosity.
He also is looking forward to the
2017 golf tournament, which
supports faculty professional
development.

1966-1968

50th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
October 28, 2016

1972

45th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

GLENN LEISURE and his horse,
William, competed in their first
judged Western dressage show
on Easter Sunday. To Glenn’s delight, DAVID SCHMUTZ ’71 was
judging the show and they were
finally able to meet each other
in person after so many years.

1975
JAMIE BISSNER, ELY MAGEL
’05 and company founder,
Mercy Steenwyk, parent of
EMILY ’03, NINA ’06 and
JACOB ’11, hosted a junior
student for Junior Internship
Day at Forensis Group, the
nation’s leading expert-witness
services company. It was a true
meshing of Prep generations!
1976
CLAY VARGA, founder and
chief executive officer of Olios
Health, provided an opportunity
for a junior to learn about the
different aspects of Health Care
Management services.
1977

40th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

MARK GUTHNER shared, “My
new book, The Options Edge,
was released on March 4.
I co-wrote it with Michael Khouw,
who is a regular on CNBC’s
Options Action. The book is
already an Amazon Best Seller,
currently ranked no. 2 in our
category, which has 1000+ books
in it. We have also received a
few nice reviews.” To learn more
about the book, please visit
theoptionsedge.com.
1979
GREG MANN, partner at the
Fibonacci Design Group, had a
great time with Prep’s juniors in
May. He described the students
as smart, thoughtful, willing to
interact and extremely wellmannered and appreciative.
1980
HENRY SAVAGE shared, “NICK
TAYLOR ‘81, his wife, Karen,
and daughters, Audrey, 7, and
JoJo, 5, visited us in Charleston
(above right), SC, last month.
My wife, Kathleen, and I relocated to Charleston 10 years
ago and haven’t looked back.
Our daughter, Charlotte, 25,
misses Charleston but is busy in
Brooklyn, NY, working as a film
editor. Our son, Will, 22, enjoys
fishing and is finishing a hospitality degree at the University

of SC-Beaufort, while working
at a resort on Hilton Head. The
Savages welcome old friends to
visit the Lowcountry!”
1981
SUZANNE
YEGIAN
ALPERT works
as an attorney
for the Ray
Charles
Foundation,
whose primary mission is to
make donations and support
institutions and organizations
for educational purposes. She
also practices family law, with an
emphasis on victims of domestic abuse. She shared, “Just
recently, we were the executive
producers of a musical performance at the White House
honoring Ray Charles, hosted by
President Obama and the First
Lady. We were honored to be invited to the White House, meet
the President and First Lady and
enjoy the evening of music in
their presence. My life has been
a blessing...I am finalizing my
yearly international trip...this
year it’s Africa!”
JOHN BROWN made a
positive impact on two juniors
whom he described as absolute
gentlemen and a joy to spend
the day with. He hosted them at
his company, Brown United.
1982

35th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1986
MEGAN SCHUMACHER
BROWNE is thrilled to have her
daughter Lindsay join Prep’s
class of 2020.
B.J. HOEPTNER EVANS
recently celebrated her 10th
anniversary at USA Volleyball
and will be working at her
fifth Olympic Games in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, this year. She will
be working with the US men’s
indoor volleyball team.
DIANE PEDERSEN shared
that she is still living in Pasadena.
She enjoyed reconnecting
with classmates at her spring
reunion.

1988
STEVE BATTAGLIA (above
right) once again provided an
amazing experience to students
who observed him performing
surgeries and were given great
insights into becoming a doctor.
He and his wife are soon to be
Prep parents!

1987

30th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1989
TONY CHRISTOPOULOS
worked with juniors who aspire
to be computer programmers.
The students learned about
coding.

Roll Over Your IRA to Flintridge Prep

If you are 70 ½ or older and taking mandatory income
distributions from your IRA, you can avoid the income
tax generated by these distributions by directing a gift
directly from your IRA to Flintridge Prep. You can direct up
to $100,000 per year—it’s a great estate planning tool.
Contact Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson:
ldastur-johnson@flintridgeprep.org.

1984
JOHN CLEAVES recently
authored a textbook titled
Demonstratives: Making Effective Graphics for Trial, which
was published by the National
Institute for Trial Advocacy and
LexisNexis.
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MATTHEW HOLLINGSWORTH
still gets together with MICHAEL
ABBEY, ADAM ABERMAN,
MARC WISOT and MIKE
GETCH to reminisce about high
school. Read about Matthew’s
career in art on page 10.

summer. The house the family
bought came with chickens, a
stocked koi pond, raised-bed
gardens and a compost bin, so
now the decidedly city family is
trying to figure out the ins and
outs of country life.
BRYAN TRUSSELL (below)
enjoyed discussing California’s
water industry and educating
Prep’s juniors on Trussell
Technology’s current projects.

1991
CHRISTINE STEPANIAN
ARMENIAN’S junior internship day student said she loved
visits with other dental associates in the building, including
orthodontics and implants, and
enjoyed practicing skills and
techniques that real dentists use
(below).

1992

25th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

1993
NATASHA NEUMANN (below
right) had the pleasure of sharing a day of her professional life
at Temple City Unified School
District with a junior, who was
able to meet a variety of teachers and administrators throughout the day.

1995
Although she and her husband
and three kids live in Los
Angeles, JILL BIGELOW had
a very global spring, starting
with a meeting with Sir Richard
Branson to pitch her recently
patented medical device for
postpartum recovery, Mama
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Strut. She was invited to write a
blog in the Virgin.com entrepreneur series. Jill has exhibited Mama Strut, which is also
available in Mexico, at a global
women’s health conference,
Women Deliver, in Copenhagen,
where she learned about the
challenges and opportunities in
women’s health care around the
globe. She hopes to connect
with any Prep alumni in healthcare. Reach her at jill@pelv-ice.
com. On a personal level, Jill
reported, “Our kids are doing
great. Mackenna and Maxwell
are starting Chandler in the fall,
and Marin is a happy and busy
17-month old!” Her husband,
Gabe, an executive chef, just
published the first Warner Bros.
cookbook (above).
MATT GUILANIANS and
family (below) moved to
the Seattle, WA, suburb of
Woodinville this year after Matt
completed a coal-fired power
plant in Guatemala. Now he is
working out of the Seattle home
office on a gas-fired power plant
located in Maryland. Nandita
and the kids are participating
in myriad activities. Niobe and
Gavin both start at Open Window School in September, and
in the meantime, everyone is
very excited for their first Seattle

Read about BECKY
YAMAMOTO’s career in comedy
writing and performance on
page 10.
1996
See what BRIAN MILLER is
up to in the music industry on
page 11.
Read about STEVEN CHEN’s
career in music on page 10.
1997

20th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

After pining away for 20 years,
JENNI SMITH finally got
CHRIS O’MALLEY to pop the
question. They will be getting
married soon. Chris is on his
way to becoming the Mr. Ruch
of Glendale High School as
he is teaching World History
and Economics. Jenni works
for Electroboard Solutions, an
international audio visual design
installation company.
SYLVIA ANJAPGOLIAN
KOTIKIAN hosted Prep juniors
at Glendale Adventist Medical
Center, where she is an emergency room physician. She
enjoyed hearing about Prep and
answering the questions and
concerns of students considering a medical profession.
JIN CHON married Richard
Fair on Feb. 20 at the Fig House
in Highland Park, CA. Also in

attendance were Jin’s brother
KEVIN CHON ’00, ASHLEY
SMITH, JENNIFER SMITH,
SARAH JALLO, MEGAN
GARRETT, CHRISTIAN VOLQUARTZ, TED SHEETS, MAGDALENA ZADARNOWSKA
OLSEN and CHRIS O’MALLEY.
Jin and Richard (below) currently
reside in Long Beach.

1998
KRIS VAN CLEAVE (below)
shared: “After a whirlwind year
in New York, NY, I was appointed national transportation correspondent for CBS News, based
(again) in Washington, DC. To
call this a dream job would be
understating how overwhelmingly honored I am to be at
CBS News. So I’m back in the
District, reporting for the CBS
Evening News with Scott Pelley,
CBS This Morning, CBS Radio
News and our Digital streaming network CBSN. If you aren’t
watching us, you should be!”

HANNA KANG LIM took
on several juniors for internship
day, while MARK LIM ’97 was
working a trade show for their
Lollaland business. Incorporating
real-life exercises, Hanna made
sure the students left with a lot
of valuable tips for starting their
own business.
1999
After living in Sydney, Australia,
for seven years, CHAS TERHUNE
transferred to Houston, TX, with
the company Environmental

Resources Management to take
a role as a geologist. “I currently
help clients to quantify various
types of land contamination,
develop and implement solutions and engage government
regulators to ensure legislative
environmental guidelines are
met. Generally this involves
oversight of drilling programs
with soil and groundwater
analytical testing, development
of remediation solutions such as
groundwater pump and treat,
chemical injection or biological
augmentation and reporting
results of investigations and
remediation to state and federal
environmental agencies.”

PRESCOTT GADD is living in
New York, where he is running
Interactive Escapes. Read about
his creative endeavors on
page 11.
2004
On April 16, ADAM KLEINERT
married Bridget McInerney in
Santa Monica, CA. Lifelong
friends and classmates BROOKS
KIRCHHEIMER, GREG SHERMAN
and MIKE GADEL were there
to join in the festivities and
celebration (below).

Girls Basketball Team
Celebrates Milestone Reunion

2002

15th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 8, 2017

2003
EMILY ANSARA BAINES
(below) married the love of her
life, Spencer Balliet, on March
19 at HNYPT in Downtown LA.
Emily and Spencer met on
OKCupid, which proves that
internet dating isn’t as creepy
as both the newlyweds had
thought. The two completed
their Italian honeymoon just in
time for Emily to start teaching
9th and 10th grade English at
a private school in Rolling Hills
(all while working on her novel)
and Spencer returns to his job at
Family Guy.

ALEX CHAO is living in
Taiwan, studying Chinese as
a means of rediscovering his
roots, and has had the chance to
perform on the French horn at
the Taipei National Concert Hall.
He’s also singing bass with
Taiwan’s first barbershop quartet.

SPENCER RUSSO has been
named No. 1 sales rep in North
America for FUZE, formerly
ThinkingPhones. Spencer joined
the company in 2014 and currently lives in Santa Monica, CA.
2005
HANNAH VAUGHAN recently
finished graduate school at
Cranbrook Academy of Art.
Read about her budding career
in furniture design on page 11.
NATE WALWORTH (below)
graduated from the University
of Southern California with a
PhD in biology in May 2016. You
can sample some of his music
at https://soundcloud.com/
noncoding/cassie_paradisenoncoding-remix-1

Lara Bisgaard Calder ’91, Shawna Sherburne ’92, former girls
basketball coach John Ruch, Alina Vartany ‘90, Lina Davidian ‘93,
Peter Bachmann, Joe Maggio, Christine Stepanian Armenian ’91,
Alex Rivera, Karen Pearson Whitt ’91, Priscilla Heyert Miller ’91,
former coach and PE teacher Lisa Burton, Allison Triarsi Lewis ’91
and Vatche Hagopian.

The 1990-91 girls varsity basketball team played the toughest
schedule in the program’s history to that point—21 games—
and entered the CIF playoffs for the sixth straight year. This
team was the first girls basketball team in Prep school history
to win more than one playoff game. In fact, the girls won
three playoff games, bringing the school to the semifinals for
the first time. The members of this team formed an especially
strong bond and have remained close friends for life. A core
group graduated in the Class of 1991.
As their reunion approached, some of these women
decided they needed a basketball reunion. While not
everyone who played on the team could attend, they used
their persuasive powers to get former coach Lisa Burton,
who now lives in Ontario, Canada, to join them. The group
gathered for breakfast, played a short game to remind
themselves that they’ve still got it and spent the day together
before the Class of 1991 peeled off to join the rest of their
class for a reunion on campus. Even more special: this group
came together to celebrate their historic run just months after
the end of the history-making 2015-16 girls varsity basketball
season, when the team clinched the school’s first CIF victory
in girls basketball.
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Prep Alumni Return to Campus
for Spring Reunion Day

1971

Despite the unusual Southern California rainstorm,
Prep alumni cheerfully celebrated reunions on
campus in May. The Classes of ’71, ’81, ’86, ’91, ’96
and ’01 came from near and far to reunite and
reminisce with friends, spouses, and, of course,
their favorite Flintridge faculty.

1986

1981

1991
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1996

2006

10th

reunion

2001

SAVE THE DATE
December 23, 2016

RACHEL GERAGOS (above)
married Andrew Kazanjian
in June 2015 at Beverly Hills
Presbyterian Church with the
reception at the London West
Hollywood. MARY MCCLUGGAGE ’07 served as the maid
of honor and TENY GERAGOS
’09 was a bridesmaid. MIKEY
GERAGOS ’09 was a groomsman and JAKE GERAGOS ’12
was an usher. The wedding was
a proud moment for Rachel’s
father, MATTHEW GERAGOS
’76. Rachel is a vice president of
sales for Sara Happ Inc.
2007
RHETT BARKER (below) just
received the Vice Admiral
Robert F. Batchelder Award
from the Navy league for his
actions during the USS George
Washington’s South America
Deployment. The Batchelder
Award recognizes five Navy
officers in the Supply Corps who
have made the most significant

personal contributions to the
supply readiness of the operating forces.
BILL BARLOW (below) graduated from Harvard Law School
and will be taking the New York
bar in July. “I’ll be working for
the law firm Debevoise & Plimpton starting in September.”
Bill’s article, “Fascism at Yale,”
which he wrote for The Harvard
Law Record, went viral, leading
to a guest appearance on Lou
Dobbs on Fox Business.

LAUREN VON DER AHE
CRECELIUS and NICK
WEINSTEIN (below) has been
promoted to director of operations at Jon & Vinny’s and
related popular restaurants,
where she gave three Prep
juniors a full day of hard work
and hands-on experience
in the restaurant business.
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Prep Visits San Francisco
A contingent of Prep’s administration headed north this
spring for a conference, checking in with alumni on their
trip. Headmaster Peter Bachmann, Dean of Students Midge
Kimble, Dean of Faculty Vanessa Walker-Oakes and Dean
of Studies Sarah Cooper topped off their conference with a
Bay-Area Alumni Reception, welcoming local alumni to reunite and network. Well over 30 alumni—from the classes of
’75 to ’09 —enjoyed a fun evening with old and new friends
at One Market Square. Stay tuned for information on more
area receptions!

SEAN CARROLL said of
Junior Internship Day at Bellum
Entertainment, “Being a Prep
alum, I really enjoyed connecting with current students. I think
they felt a sense of comfort
knowing that I had been
through the same experiences,
and it really helped answer
questions and provide some
insights. It was also fun sharing
stories about different teachers,
prep traditions, etc.” His brother
MACK participated in internship
day, as well.
2008
REED BRADLEY is the assistant
design director at Judson
Studios.
CLAIRE KINDER is leaving
her position at Flintridge Prep
to attend an MA program at
Boston University in art history.
The Class of 2008 had a
mini-reunion in New York City
in July. In attendance were
MASON DUDAS, KYLIE
THOMPSON, XANDER BERRY,
GINA CHANG, MATT DAVIS,
KATIE CORRADINI and MATT
WAYNE.

2011

5th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
December 23, 2016

2012
CELINE ANG (below), who
recently graduated from the
University of Richmond, received
a Fulbright English Teaching
Assistant grant to teach English
in Morocco. Ang double majored
in international studies and
French with linguistics and
dance minors. She was a French
drill instructor at Richmond,
which gave her experience
leading a language class. She
will be in Morocco for 10 months
beginning in September. “I am
a huge proponent of language
learning, so I was drawn to the
English Teaching Assistant position,” said Ang. “As a language
student myself, I have experienced how languages can be
tools to broaden perspectives
and to more meaningfully participate in today’s increasingly
globalized world.”

2010
NICK OSTILLER, staff writer at
the Outlook Newspapers, enjoyed his first time hosting junior
students and provided them
with a good look at what it’s like
to work for a publication.

Class Notes Wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or
by phone, 818.949.5526. Email digital images (JPEG or TIFF, 300
dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to Flintridge
Prep’s Office of Alumni Relations. News and photos may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages, depending on
image quality and space availability.
PrepTalk reserves the right to edit class notes, primarily for
length and style considerations, though also for clarity and
redundancy. Class Note entries are not fact-checked for accuracy,
nor should their inclusion in the magazine be considered an
endorsement from the school.
Please contact
Jacqueline Epley Tegart ’97, Co-Director of Alumni Relations
alumni@flintridgeprep.org
telephone 818.949.5526
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JAMES BRADLEY graduated
with highest honors from the
UC Berkeley history department
and won a $1,000 scholarship
for the quality of his research
thesis, called “Union Ruptured:
Mechanization, Modernization,
and the International Longshore
and Warehouse Union.” He’s in
Texas preparing to teach AP US
History for Teach for America
in Dallas. Ingrid Herskind and
Christine Madsen have shared a
lot of material with him.
CHARLEY AYERS (below)
recently graduated from UC
Berkeley along with Prep classmates JAMES BRADLEY,
MATTHEW SHINTAKU and
HRATCH BAGHDASSARIAN.
Charley is interning for a senior
analyst at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in
Washington, DC, and is loving it.

2013
Macalester College junior center
KAREEM ISMAIL received AllMIAC honorable mention, as
the conference announced its
end-of-season awards for men’s
basketball.
LEANNE NORDEN spent
the beginning of the summer in
San Francisco and Point Reyes
as a research field assistant
through a lab at Tulane University, studying white crowned
sparrows. She will return to
Tulane to complete her final
year of her ecology and evolutionary biology studies.
2015
BRYCE LEW just completed
his first year at Grinnell College, where he is majoring in
economics and psychology. This
summer, Bryce worked with the
Grinnell alumni office coordinating and hosting alumni returning
to campus for reunions.

IN MEMORIAM
Bruce Allen, who served Flintridge Prep as a maintenance supervisor for many years, passed away on
July 25, 2016 as PrepTalk was going to press. His gruff demeanor belied a mighty heart, which we all
experienced frequently. A tribute to Bruce will appear in the winter issue of the magazine.
JUDSON BRESLIN II ’55 died Feb. 9, 2016, in Winchester, VA. Born in Selma, AL, Jud attended Colgate
University and the University of Pennsylvania and was a highly successful entrepreneur, author, threeterm mayor and T-ball coach, as well as a lifelong Alabama Crimson Tide football fan. He is survived by
his wife, Wendy, sisters “Miss Gilby” Johnson and Jane Gharibian, his five sons Ned, Beau, Dave, Matt
and Jamie and their wives, and nine grandchildren.
MICHAEL BROWN ’50 died March 1, 2016, in Coronado, CA. After graduating from Claremont Men’s
College he entered the Army, earning the rank of First Lieutenant. Professionally, he partnered with his
father, Willet Henry Brown, and served as vice president of Hillcrest Motor Co., a managing member of
TBO Realty, and general manager of Brown Broadcasting (including the radio stations KGB San Diego
and KKSF San Francisco), a role he particularly loved. Mike was a hunter, a boater, a traveler and an art
and antiques collector who spent summers at Cherry Cove in Catalina with family and friends. He is
survived by his wife, Margaret Chesebrough, brother, Peter Ransom Brown, sister, Patricia Lee Brown,
children, Kent Brown, Gretchen Huggins Brown and Stephanie Doyle Brown, three grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.
Wendy Chao, mother of Brendan Liao ’17, passed away on May 8, 2016. A Taiwan native, she graduated
from San Marino High School, where she met her husband, Eddie Liao, and the University of Southern
California. Besides Brendan and Eddie, she is survived by her daughters, Tiffany and Alexandra, and her
brother, Steve Chao.
Greg Hickey, husband of Patricia Benoit-Hickey ’82 and father of Patrick Hickey ’12, died May 15, 2016.
A native of California, he was an Eagle Scout and carried his love of the outdoors and public service
throughout his life. Hickey received a chemical engineering BS from UC Berkeley and an MS in the same
subject from the University of Virginia. He worked at JPL for 30 years, authoring papers and collecting
two patents and numerous professional awards. He also coached lacrosse and volunteered with the
Door of Hope. Besides Patricia and Patrick, he is survived by his daughter, Kristina, two grandchildren,
his father, three brothers and a sister.
Dr. Steven Horwitz, father of Phillip, Seth ’03 and Audrey ’10, passed away on March 13, 2016. A graduate of the University of Michigan and the New York Medical College, he began his practice of psychiatry
in 1979. He was a professor and a member of many community boards. A longtime member of Rotary,
he was a music lover, a reader and an enthusiastic sports fan. In addition to Seth, Audrey and Phillip, he
is survived by his wife, Diane, whom he married in 1981, and two brothers and a sister.
SEAN LAWRENCE ’76 passed away June 26, 2016. A resident of La Cañada, he is survived by his wife,
Rio, their sons, Christian and Julian, and his brothers, Chip ’75 and Rory ‘78.
ADERIC LO ’99 passed away April 13, 2016. An accomplished engineer who loved his work at JPL, he
contributed to the Mars Curiosity Rover and Space Shuttle Atlantis projects. He was a champion gamer
and was passionate about deep-sea fishing and traveling, particularly to Latin America. He is survived by
his parents, Polleyanna and Gilbert, his brother, Ryan, and his partner of 16 years, Anna Tran.
Dr. Art Mack, Prep’s Latin teacher from 1986 to 2003, passed away on Feb. 29, 2016. He is remembered
on page 16.
Roseann Maggio, wife of biology teacher Mr. Joe Maggio, passed away March 20, 2016. Faculty,
alumni, students and friends gathered in Norris Auditorium to celebrate her life as a beloved wife, sister,
friend, nature lover and quilter, inspired by the quote, “Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass;
it’s about learning to dance in the rain.” Dedicating its season to her memory, the softball team gathered
at the LA Zoo on May 21, where a kangaroo was named “Ro Ro” in her honor.
Eric “Doc” Clinton Tucker MD, father of Chris Tucker ’87, died March 3, 2016. A linguist, attorney and
professor, as well as a physician, he was born in Trinidad and lived in Port of Spain, Montreal, Toronto,
San Francisco, Pasadena and Honolulu. Besides Chris, he is survived by his wife, Barbara, and sons Ricky,
Patrick and Robb, and four grandchildren. His son, Andrew, died in 2004.
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2 01 7 F L IN TR I DG E PR E P B E N E F I T

Save the Date!

SAT U RDAY, M A R C H 4 , 2 01 7
V I B I A NA
If you would like to help us “Hustle” into high gear by joining us as an event sponsor,
please contact Monique Stevens at moniquemoret@att.net. Thank you!
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THE DOANE M. LOWERY SOCIETY

Plan your gift and
perpetuate the mission
of Flintridge Prep
Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first
president, the Doane M. Lowery Society
recognizes individuals who take the step to
include Flintridge Prep in their estate plans.
Including Flintridge Prep in your estate plans
may secure a number of valuable benefits for you
and the school. There are a variety of gift options that offer tax and income benefits for you
and your heirs while simultaneously providing for
Flintridge Prep.
The Doane M. Lowery Society was established to
recognize individuals who provide for Flintridge
Prep in their estate plans or through other
deferred gift arrangements such as charitable
gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts,
life insurance policies, retirement plan assets
and real estate. For more information, contact
Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson, Director of External
Affairs, at 818.949.5524.
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